
SPURS 2012 Field Campaign  

The	  launch	  of	  the	  Aquarius/SAC-‐D	  satellite	  
mo8vates	  plans	  for	  a	  field	  campaign	  in	  the	  
salinity	  maximum	  region	  of	  the	  North	  Atlan8c.	  	  

Motivation 

Science	  Ques8on:	  What	  is	  controlling	  the	  upper	  ocean	  salinity?	  	  
This	  ques8on	  is	  addressed	  with	  measurements	  from	  satellites,	  ships,	  driHing	  surface	  buoys	  &	  

profiling	  floats,	  gliders,	  AUVs	  and	  theore8cal	  &	  numerical	  model	  simula8ons.	  	  	  

ü Community	  workshop	  in	  December	  2009	  
ü Workshop	  report	  published	  on	  the	  SPURS	  web	  site:	  
hTp://spurs.jpl.nasa.gov	  
ü Interagency/interna8onal	  collabora8ons	  established	  
ü Inves8ga8ons	  funded	  
ü Field	  program	  set	  for	  Aug	  2012-‐Oct	  2013	  

Planning 
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